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What is “Making Home Affordable" all about?  
 

Making Home Affordable is part of President Obama's comprehensive strategy to get the 
housing market back on track. Through the Making Home Affordable Program, up to 9 
million American families may be eligible to refinance or modify their loans to a payment 
that is affordable now and into the future.  

HOME AFFORDABLE REFINANCE PROGRAM  
 
I'm current on my mortgage. Will the Home Affordable Refinance help me?  
 

Eligible borrowers who are current on their mortgages but have been unable to take advantage of 
today's lower interest rates because their homes have decreased in value, may now have the 
opportunity to refinance. Through the Home Affordable Refinance Program, Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac will allow the refinancing of mortgage loans that they own or that they placed in 
mortgage backed securities.  
 

How do I know if I am eligible?  
 

You may be eligible if:  
• You are the owner occupant of a one to four unit home,  
• The loan on your property is owned or securitized by Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac (Don't know? 

See below),  
• At the time you apply, you are current on your mortgage payments (current means that you 

haven’t been more than 30-days late on your mortgage payment in the last 12 months or, if you 
have had the loan for less than 12 months, you have never missed a payment),  

• You believe that the amount you owe on your first mortgage is about the same or slightly less than 
the current value of your house,  

• You have income sufficient to support the new mortgage payments, and  
• The refinance improves the long term affordability or stability of your loan.  
 
How do I know if the refinance will improve the long term affordability or stability of my loan?  
 

Your Mortgage Consultant will give you a “Good Faith Estimate” that includes your new interest 
rate, mortgage payment and the amount you will pay over the life of the loan. Compare this to 
your current loan terms. If it is not an improvement, refinancing may not be right for you. Also 
consider that refinancing from an adjustable rate to a fixed rate loan or eliminating higher risk loan 
terms such as interest only payments or balloon payments may also provide long term stability. 
  

How do I know if my loan is owned or has been securitized by Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac?  
 

Your Mortgage Consultant can assist you to determine if your current loan has been securitized by 
either Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac. You will need to provide information about your loan so that 
the Mortgage Consultant can determine if either agency owns or securitized the loan. This 
information is not a guarantee of eligibility for the refinance program, as other qualifying criteria 
must also be met.  
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I owe more than my property is worth. Do I still qualify to refinance under the Making Home 
Affordable Program?  
 

Eligible loans will include those where the first mortgage will not exceed 105% of the current 
market value of the property. For example, if your property is worth $200,000 but you owe 
$210,000 or less on your first mortgage you may qualify. The current value of your property will 
be determined after you apply to refinance.  
 

I have both a first and a second mortgage. Do I still qualify to refinance under Making Home 
Affordable?  
 

As long as the amount due on the first mortgage is less than 105% of the value of the property, 
borrowers with more than one mortgage may be eligible for a Home Affordable Refinance. Your 
eligibility will depend, in part, on agreement by the lender that has your second mortgage remain 
in a second position, and on your ability to meet the new payment terms on the first mortgage.  
 

Will refinancing lower my payments?  
 

The objective of the Home Affordable Refinance is to provide creditworthy borrowers who have 
shown a commitment to paying their mortgage, the opportunity to get into a mortgage with 
payments that are affordable today and sustainable for the life of the loan. Borrowers whose 
mortgage interest rates are much higher than the current market rate should see an immediate 
reduction in their payments. 
  
Borrowers who are paying interest only, or who have a low introductory rate that will increase in 
the future, may not see their current payment go down if they refinance to a fixed rate and 
payment. These borrowers, however, could save a great deal over the life of the loan by avoiding 
future mortgage payment increases.  
 
When you submit a loan application, your lender will give you a "Good Faith Estimate" that 
includes your new interest rate, mortgage payment and the amount that you will pay over the life 
of the loan. Compare this to your current loan terms. If it is not an improvement, a refinancing 
may not be right for you.  
 

What are the interest rate and other terms of this refinance offer?  
 

The rate will be based on market rates in effect at the time of the refinance and any associated 
points and fees quoted by the new lender. Interest rates may vary across lenders and over time as 
market rates adjust. The Mortgage Consultant can assist you in comparing rates and fees with 
competing Lenders. The refinanced loans will have no prepayment penalties or balloon payments.  

 
Will refinancing reduce the amount that I owe on my loan?  
 

No. The objective of the Home Affordable Refinance is to help borrowers get into more affordable 
loans. Refinancing will not reduce the principal amount you owe to the first mortgage holder or 
any other debt you owe. However, refinancing should save you money by reducing the amount of 
interest that you pay over the life of the loan.  
 

Can I get cash out to pay other debts?  
 

No. However, borrowers whose loans are owned or securitized by Fannie Mae may be eligible to 
finance all closing costs and obtain a small amount of cash (2% of the mortgage amount not to 
exceed $2,000) through the refinance if there is sufficient equity. For borrowers whose loans are 



Making Home Affordable Refinance 

Updated March 18, 2009 

owned or securitized by Freddie Mac, transaction costs (not to exceed $2,500) such as the cost of 
an appraisal or title report, may be included in the refinanced amount.  
 

How do I apply for a Home Affordable Refinance?  
 

You could speak with a Mortgage Consultant that will assist you with the Home Affordable 
Refinance application process.  
Please be patient. Lenders and servicers are implementing the program now and it may take time 
before they are ready to process all applications. In the meantime, it will help speed up the 
application process if you gather some information and documents before you make application.  
Nearly all Mortgage Brokers are approved to work with Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. Ask the 
Mortgage Consultant you choose to work with if it is authorized to provide assistance with the 
application of the Home Affordable Refinance Program. 
  

What documentation will I need?  
 

It will help your Mortgage Consultant if you gather some information and documents before you 
make application. This are some of Items you will need:  
 

• Information about the monthly gross (before tax) income of all the borrowers on your loan, 
including recent pay stubs if you receive them or documentation of income you receive from other 
sources.  

• Your most recent income tax return.  
• Information about any second mortgage on the house.  
• Account balances and minimum monthly payments due on all of your credit cards.  
• Account balances and monthly payments on all your other debts such as student loans and car 

loans.  
 
I am delinquent on my mortgage. Will I qualify for a Home Affordable Refinance?  
 

No. Borrowers who are currently delinquent or have been 30 days overdue more than once during 
the past 12 months will not qualify. A Home Affordable Modification may be an option for you.  
 

Will I need mortgage insurance?  
 

If your existing loan has private mortgage insurance, you will need the same amount of insurance 
coverage for the refinanced loan. If your existing loan does not have private mortgage insurance it 
will not be required as part of the Home Affordable Refinance.  

 
How long will the Home Affordable Refinance be available?  
 

The program expires on June 10, 2010. Your refinance transaction must be closed and funded on or 
before that date. If you are planning to take advantage of this program, you are encouraged to act on 
your application, as soon as, possible. With the eligibility of over 9 Million homeowners, there may 
be delays in processing applications. 
 

This is a Public Service Announcement.  
 

Distribution of this specific information has been with the assistance of Star Financial Services, Inc. 
 
More Information about this program may be obtained by calling 1 (800) 984-2675  



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


